Green Earth Ministry: Agenda for April 2009 meeting


Tuesday, April 14, 2009    6:30 pm, MUF dining room
Attendees: Linda DeLap, Gloria Dyer, Caroline Gower, Steve Gruber, Janet Kreha, Claire Mayer, Fred Mayer, Jo Sippie-Gora, guest speaker Gabor Kiss
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Refreshments and socializing
	Thanks go to Gloria for the delicious refreshments!

	6:40
	Spiritual opening – Gloria 
	Reading from The Creation by E.O. Wilson

	6:44
	Welcome; agreement on meeting conduct
	Time keeper: Steve Gruber
Note taker: Janet Kreha and Linda DeLap

	6:45
	Discussion of Energy Champions program:

· Feedback on two meetings of Low-Carbon Diet discussion group
· Brainstorming new ideas to get more participation 

· Ideas for Energy Champions field trips, demos, other activities
	Janet reported on Low Carbon Diet discussion group. Turnout was disappointing. Caroline and Janet plan to talk about whether to continue the discussion group. 

We discussed how to proceed with Energy Champions. Caroline summarized an email message from Stefano Crema recommending monthly communication by email, distribution of portions of the book Low Carbon Diet (not endorsed by GEM, because of concerns about copyright violation), and tracking of percentage reduction in carbon emissions. 

Jo suggested formulating a questionnaire for the congregation asking what programs would be interesting and helpful regarding energy conservation, with a list of suggestions, including a choice of “other” with space to write down ideas. Claire suggested asking people what they are doing now and what is keeping them from doing more.
One suggestion was to contact Karen Brown and perhaps work with her to disseminate energy-saving tips to children and parents.

	7:05
	Report on SJC  meeting: Plan for joint coffee hours
GEM to allocate $200 plate money – committee select “green” recipient
	We agreed to recommend a donation to Great Swamp Watershed Association.
For future discussion: suggestion from Claire to donate energy-saving items such as compact fluorescent lights and low-flow faucets to low-income people and social services to help them save money.

	7:15
	Hydrogen-powered buses: presentation by Gabor Kiss
	Gabor Kiss explained ways of using hydrogen as fuel for vehicles: either with a fuel cell (technology is still young) or in a combustion engine, now in use for fleets of buses built by Ford. Hydrogen combines with oxygen in the air to form water. Conventional, 15-passenger buses were converted to hold tanks of compressed hydrogen and about 9 passengers. The buses can travel 200 miles but require special facilities for refueling. A fleet is in operation at Orlando Airport. Gabor showed us the system that Telecordia designed to track the buses via GPS and monitor their hydrogen consumption and speed. 

	7:40
	Planning ahead for GEM’s 2009-2010 special events: 

Brainstorming ideas
Selecting reservation dates

	Suggested dates and events: 

Saturday, September 26, for public showing of a film (topic and film to be determined; maybe water, energy conservation)
Sunday, November 15, for a soup and salad lunch and an invited speaker. Possibility of invited Sid Goodman to speak about nuclear energy; Claire may investigate.

	8:00
	GEM members needed to help w/congregation-wide events/responsibilities:
Our Favorite Businesses

Green Tag Sale

A/V help on Sundays 
	Our Favorite Businesses canvassing is in progress. This is a fundraiser.

Karen Burns-Rutigliano is calling for 50 to 70 volunteers to help with the Green Tag sale on May 30. Jo suggested having a table with recycling information, but others felt that the emphasis would be to help with sales, because the event is a fundraiser. Items might not have prices on them.

Linda mentioned that the AV committee needs volunteers and will provide training. We call on them for help with our programs. In response to a question from Claire Linda guessed that AV committee members would be willing to arrange an apprenticeship informally. She mentioned Joe Uhrhane’s guide for operating the sound system.

	8:10
	Old & New Business: (all)
Halogena light bulbs, library drapes, etc

	Jo noted that event planners at MUF independently purchase disposable dishes when use of china dishes is considered impractical. GEM members agreed that a list of sources for environmentally friendly disposable items could be posted or otherwise made available. Discussion was whether MUF should make volume purchases and store quantities of disposables or whether that might discourage use of the china.
The Halogena light bulbs in the chandelier were recognized as a suitable compromise, not obviously different from conventional incandescents.

Steve Gruber shared information from PSEG Green Fest about a new type of wind turbine that is roof-mounted and quiet, using magnetic levitation. See www.arcrenewable.com for a video and more information. 

Linda noted that UUMFE recommends recertification for Green Sanctuary congregations that were certified in 2001 to 2006 (per email message UUMFE sent to Claire). Linda will provide information for future discussion. 

	8:20
	Plans for next meeting (May 12): spiritual opening, content, refreshments
	Jo to bring refreshments, Steve to provide spiritual opening, Jo to check whether Laurent Comes (MUF member) can present information about energy conservation. 

	8:25
	Feedback on this meeting 


	Got a lot done.

	8:30
	Adjourn
	


