Green Earth Ministry: Agenda of December 2009 meeting


Tuesday, December 8, 2009    6:30 pm, MUF dining room
Attendees:  Linda DeLap, Janet Kreha, Gloria Dyer, Claire Mayer, Caroline Gower, Eleanor Mason
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Welcome and shared agreement for efficient, productive meeting conduct, time and topic keepers
	

	6:32
	Spiritual opening
	Linda (in lieu of Jo) read parts of the current draft of the UU Statement of Conscience on Peacemaking, which mentions the interdependent web and UUMFE.

	6:35
	Share feedback/debrief latest GEM events:
1.Lunch & speaker event with Ted Glick 

2. Sunday postcard blitz 11/29 (repeat in Dec.?)
3.GEM table at Alternative Gift Fair 


	1. Ted Glick program feedback. All agreed that the speaker was good and well received. Custodian was great!  He did more than expected.  We gave him a tip.  Food went well, but some people took seconds, and we ran out.  In future maybe we should ask for additional fee for seconds.  About 40 attended.
2. 40 postcards for climate bill – all sent.  Agreed to do again on Dec 20:  Caroline and Linda between services, Eleanor and Linda after second service.  Sending postcards to DC is OK, but letters to Congress are still being examined and take weeks to get through.  Since we put them together into an envelope to save postage, we will send them to local offices. Linda will check with Maggie about availability of dining room for Dec. 20.  If not available, we will share the library with book table. Linda will do publicity for postcard blitz.
3. Alternative Gift Fair – We felt it went well in spite of bad weather on Sat.  Claire felt a table in the hall would be better – more visible.  Linda said she was asked if she wanted a table in the hall but had declined.  All the bags were sold and half of the water bottles and shower timers.  Sandwich wraps were also popular.

	6:55
	Progress on and timeline for Green Sanctuary re-accreditation application
	Steve is still collecting congregational profile data.  
Bruce Daggy added data on energy-conserving measures at MUF.  
Linda received a write-up from Gabor about the Partner Church Romania trip and tour of a World Bank environmental project involving remediation of mine sites.  
Linda needs help with Living out the commitment section – how we connect with other faith communities.         Gloria D. offered to call other religious groups to see if they have environmental groups we can connect with; might do this after holidays. 
Future projects - Steve has volunteered to track energy use – we will create a visual display of the ongoing energy use savings.   
Linda will bring back the document to the networks in January and if they approve, take it to the Board.  Linda asked members to look over the document for suggestions.

	7:15
	350.org Vigil on Morristown Green, Dec 11 (Linda)
	Linda displayed the creative 350.org sign she made for the Morristown Vigil on Friday 6 – 7 pm.  Anyone who can, please join the vigil.

	7:20
	March 10 film showing – A Chemical Reaction- co-sponsored with Community Green (Claire)

	1.  There is another environmental film at Montclair Library - ‘No Impact Man’ - Wednes Dec. 16th.  
2.  The Environmental group Community Green was looking for a site to show the film Chemical Reaction, so Claire offered MUF and booked the meeting room for Mar. 10, when Narrator Paul Tukey is available.  Not clear if Community Green has a screening license – it is $150.  It was suggested that we have a tie-in on chemical reactions – maybe a pledge to use organic fertilizers and cut down on insecticide use.

	7:35
	Possible other future programs

1.Speaker from Back 2 Tap (Steve Gruber)

2.Workshop on despair and empowerment 

3. Other?
	Items 1 and 2 were deferred to next meeting as Steve and Jo were not present.  3.  Gloria will check with Jo and, if article is still needed for January issue of newsletter, will submit an explanation of 350 ppm per 350.org. 

	
	Other discussion
	1. Linda will reactivate FreeConferenceCall.com in case of winter storms.  

2. Morristown has added more types of plastic to recycle.  People living in other towns could call their recycling departments to see if they could do the same.

3. Environmental Steward program – week day training – contact Linda if you are interested.

	7: 55
	Plans for January 12 meeting: spiritual opening, agenda
	1.  Re-accreditation application.   2.  Speaker from Back 2 Tap (Steve Gruber)   3. Workshop on despair and empowerment   4.  Plans for March 10 program   5. Trust fund issues.   
Ask Jo to do spiritual opening as she was unable to do it tonight.

	8:05
	Feedback on this meeting 


	Eleanor felt that this meeting was productive.  Feedback overall was positive.

	8:10
	Adjourn
	


