Green Earth Ministry: Minutes of January 2009 meeting


Tuesday, January 13, 2009    6:30 pm, MUF dining room
Refreshments: Claire Mayer (food) and Steve Gruber (drinks)

Attendees: Linda DeLap, Gloria Dyer, Caroline Gower, Steve Gruber, Eleanor Mason, Claire and Fred Mayer, Anne Paust, Jo Sippie-Gora
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Refreshments and socializing
	

	6:40
	Spiritual opening – Eleanor Mason
	From The Great Turning by David Korten

	6:44
	Welcome; agreement on meeting conduct
	Time-keeper: Steve Gruber
Note taker: Linda DeLap

	6:45
	Old business: (1) alternative gift fair leftovers (Caroline Gower and Linda DeLap), (2) endowment funding for library drapes (Linda) (3) policy for cancellation of meetings in case of severe weather (all)
	Caroline Gower reported that 28 used cell phones were collected in October and November (sparing them from contributing to solid waste), and GEM (MUF) received a check for $14.50 for them. 

(1) Caroline to look into selling remaining 4 sippy cups to RE parents or giving them away. Linda to ship copies of Holy Ground back to Sierra Club for refund. Wildflower seeds to be sold or given away on Sundays or at screening of Kilowatt Ours this winter. 
(2) Committee members reviewed Diana West’s proposal and stated their preferences: 10 solid-colored blue, insulating “Constantini” panels from JCPenney; 5 matching scarf valances; 8 sheer panels. Near the end of our meeting, members of B&PC (Diana, Bruce Daggy, Matt Rath, Steve Rice) joined us. Questions answered: drapes and sheers to be hung so they can be opened to allow a view outside; could require purchase of clip rings; valance configuration for transom windows is subject to change and could require purchase of an additional scarf; tie-backs may be needed. Agreement was reached to use the endowment grant money consistent with GEM preferences, with Diana to place the drapery order soon. Anne Paust to notify Endowment Board. GEM members agreed among themselves to help (up to a few hundred dollars from our trust account) if needed. 
(3) In case of severe weather, Caroline and Linda to decide whether to replace an on-site monthly meeting with a phone conference. Decision to be communicated by email, along with phone number and access code, no later than noon the day of the meeting.

	7:05
	Presentation of new table display, “The Water Front” (Gloria Dyer and Steve Gruber)
	Display presents choice for our children’s future: dried-up lake or clean water with vibrant aquatic life. The water cycle explained; social justice issue of water privatization raised; composting toilets described; information provided about pharmaceutical products in drinking water, land use and aquifers, water-conserving landscaping, rain gardens, other topics. Not many people came to Room 100, despite item in What’s Happening. Sunday announcement might boost interest. 

	7:25
	Calculating your energy consumption (Linda): Please bring an electric bill and a heating oil bill or natural gas bill. Shall we provide a Sunday morning demo for other members of the congregation?
	Use of electricity, heating fuel, and gasoline to be tracked separately. Combining results would require conversion to lbs of carbon dioxide emitted. Linda to revise record sheet for energy consumption, send it to committee members for review. Revised sheet to be placed in Great Hall kiosks and on Room 100 Sunday table, mentioned in newsletter, sent as MSWord copy to Hazel to post on GEM web page. 
GEM members to help congregants find data from their utility bills. Linda to try to reserve dining room on a Sunday for a demo/workshop. Maybe get RE children involved (simple arithmetic).

	7:40
	Plans for showing Kilowatt Ours: date, AV help, RE collaboration, lunch, Q and A or demo afterward?
	March 15 date will not work for lunch and film, because Terrace Room is booked through noon, leaving no set-up time for lunch. Coffee hour in dining room that day prevents having lunch there. Linda to ask Maggie for March 1 as first choice, February 22 as second choice, dining room preferable to Terrace Room. Linda to draft February newsletter item and send to GEM members for review.
Choir needs meeting room until 1:15, but most of AV set-up could be done immediately after second service. Publicize as “doors open at 1:15, film begins at 1:30”.

Caroline and Linda to meet with RE Director Karen Brown about involving RE children and parents in Energy Champions program and parents in Kilowatt Ours showing.

	7:55
	GEM budget for 2009-2010
	Linda distributed draft proposed budget for review, with comments requested by Monday, January 19. Linda to contact Alison and request moving of UUMFE congregational membership dues to another account. Money for building improvements not to be included in proposed GEM budget.

	8:05
	Current events discussion
	Not done, because of lack of time.

	8:15
	New business
	Anne Paust to contact Hazel Bell about removing outdated material from GEM web page, adding text of Eleanor’s spiritual opening, requesting link to record sheet for energy consumption.

	8:25
	Feedback on this meeting, plans for next meeting (February 10)
	Accomplished a lot, fun, much talk.
Forgot to plan for next meeting!

	8:30
	Adjourn
	Ended at 8:35 (with thanks to Steve Gruber for assertive time keeping) 


