Green Earth Ministry: Minutes of January 2010 meeting


Tuesday, January 12, 2009    6:30 pm, MUF dining room
Attendees: Jo Sippie-Gora, Caroline Gower, Gloria Dyer, Linda DeLap, Eleanor Mason, Claire Mayer, Janet Kreha
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Welcome and shared agreement for efficient, productive meeting conduct
	

	6:35
	Spiritual opening: Jo
	Jo read from “Fertile Earth” by Anne Whitehouse in The Humanist, a publication of the American Humanist Society

	6:40
	Progress on and next steps for Green Sanctuary re-accreditation application

(Linda and all)
	Committee discussed the application and made some suggestions.  Linda will contact Cathy Caccavale or the head of ushers about Sunday attendance.   Linda asked for a volunteer to head up Publicity about Energy in our building using a graph – April or May time frame.  Steve Gruber had previously volunteered to track energy use. Caroline will also help to head up that project.  Finance committee should be involved.  It was suggested that we put out a request for someone to help create the graph.  Jo will head up alternative tableware project.  Eleanor will represent us at Social Justice Council meeting.

	6:55
	Is GEM interested in taking on UUA Congregational Study / Action Issue (CSAI) #2, Energy, Peace & Justice in preparation for the GA in June?

(Jo and all)
	Proposed Study Action Issues: preferential poll or just choose 5 out of 6. GA would choose one SAI to start in 2010.  We should inform the network that this is an option and recommend that we have a poll at MUF.

	7:15
	Planning for March 10 film showing – A Chemical Reaction- co-sponsored with Community Green 
(Claire and all)
	Marnie Wynn from Community Green will obtain screening permission.  Marnie has not heard back from the man who started an organization against use of toxic products for lawns and who is suppose to speak about the film.  It was suggested that we ask people to pledge not to use such products and give out a list of local landscapers who use organic products.  Publicity – 1.  Put this into Adult Ed brochure.  2.  Jo will add blurb into Seeds of Peace email and will need it by third week of Feb.  3.  Put into newsletter by Feb 15.  Claire will write up article for Adult Ed and newsletter.  Food - Grapes and water?  Need AV person.  Claire will work with Marnie to figure out who will do what and to see about a flier. Maybe a flier can be adapted from that of another  organization that showed the film.  We would like to ask for donations – no specific amount, just what anyone would like to give.

	7:30
	Scheduling another Sunday postcard mailing to Congress for the Climate bill

(all)

	We will set up another postcard signing for Sunday, Jan 31. There will be postcards for each of our senators for people to sign. We will group them inside large envelopes to reduce the cost of postage.  Used dining room before and would like to get it again.  If the dining room is not available, find out from Kathleen Taggart who is hosting coffee hour and contact them to see if we can set up in terrace room or we can set up in the library.  Publicity – Linda will request putting it into spoken announcements and What’s Happening, specifying location.  

	7:40
	Possible future programs

1.Speaker from Back 2 Tap (Steve Gruber)
2.Workshop on despair and empowerment (Jo)
	1.  Steve was not here to discuss Back 2 Tap.   It was suggested that we do Back 2 Tap for GAAMC as we committed to do a program for GAAMC on a Monday night in March or April.  Early April may be best.  2.  Jo said that the woman who does the workshops on despair and empowerment does not come to east coast, and didn't immediately find anyone via Joanna Macy's website.  Since Claire has several resources related to Macy, she offered to look into it further.

	8:00
	Plans for February 9 meeting: spiritual opening, agenda
	Eleanor Mason to do spiritual opening.  Agenda – planning for the film Chemical Reaction, GAAMC program, status of re-accreditation application, Earth Day program – maybe a search for meaning.  Gloria brought a set of reusable tableware to show us that we could use for the next gift fair.  Claire brought up issue of why our committee is under Social Justice Council and not an independent committee – will put on agenda for future meeting.  In the meantime, Caroline and/or Linda will try to meet with Alison to discuss issue.

	8:05
	TIME TO CELEBRATE
CLAIRE’S 80th BIRTHDAY!
Champaign and goodies

	HAPPY BIRTHDAY CLAIRE - a good time was had by all, and the champagne and cake were good! Alison joined us for the celebration.

	8:30
	Adjourn
	


