Green Earth Ministry: Agenda for July 2010 meeting


Tuesday, July 13, 2010    6:30 pm, MUF dining room
Attendees: Linda DeLap, Claire Mayer, Steve Gruber, Janet Kreha, Gloria Dyer
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Welcome and shared agreement for efficient, productive meeting conduct
	

	6:35
	Spiritual opening (Steve Gruber)
	Linda read an email from Caroline in Sri Lanka.

	6:40
	Plans for GAAMC presentation on bottled water, Monday, July 19, 8:00 pm, Terrace Room:
content, set-up, AV, greeter, presenter, handouts, other?
	Linda showed us three flyers that we could hand out at the GAAMC presentation – Sierra Club ‘Bottled Water’, ‘Bottled water - Myth versus Reality’, and a 7 page one from Back to Tap.  It was agreed that the 7 page one would be too much so will use the other two.  We will also have brochures about our group to hand out.  There are some stainless steel water bottles from Back to Tap to sell at event. Jo plans to be at the presentation – we will ask her to be the greeter. We previewed the presentation and thought it was effective.  Steve or Jo will introduce it and Steve give the presentation.  

	7:00
	News from Social Justice Council meeting (Linda)
	Social Justice will lose $5000 from their budget.  Other parts of budget were already cut last year.  They will announce at Sunday services that half of Sunday’s collection will go to specific charities in the area.  This will help make people aware of the groups that MUF supports.  
GEM has no budget this year but can use our trust fund.  The $100 for the congregational membership in UUMFE (UU Ministry for Earth) will come from the Sunday plate.  

	7:15
	Advocacy re toxic substances legislation (GreenFaith and UU Legislative Ministry initiative): petition drive after a summer Sunday service?
	Bea Levoy volunteered to listen in on phone conference of the UU Legislative Ministry of NJ.  One of things on the agenda was the Green Faith action alert involving the Lautenberg introduced legislation – Safe Chemicals Act of 2010. We will send a letter with signatures to our representative (Frelinghuysen) to ask him to support it.  Also send letter to Lautenberg to thank him for legislation.  We will put it into What’s Happening and get signatures on Sunday, July 25, when Social Justice Council will be hosting coffee hour.  Linda will leave a copy in our box for those to sign who will not be there on Sunday morning.

	7:30
	350.org’s October 10 (“10/10”) Work Party: getting people at MUF involved in planning and action (newsletter item for September issue)
	This initiative asks that we do something to work on a problem of climate change.  We should designate an action on their website and give a contact person.  10 ideas to get started on website – plant trees, install solar project, community garden, bike ride, paint bike lanes, set up wind project, CFLs or LEDs, energy audit on school, start a transition town, gather people together to discuss and harness to start work, trash clean up, joining the 10/10/10 campaign to cut your carbon emissions 10% in a single year.  
It was agreed that our action would be to remove invasive plants and plant trees at MUF with a vegetarian lunch afterwards.   This will remove monocultures and allow diversity which will create more oxygen for the atmosphere.  Deciduous trees are to be planted on the south side of MUF so it will be sunny (warm) in winter and shady (cool) in summer. The event will be on Saturday morning, Oct 9.  We will invite RE to participate.  Registration on website and at MUF.  Rain date?

	7:45
	Content for GEM’s part of MUF website 

New business
	We will discuss this at the next mtg.  Linda will give Hazel dates of events to put on the site.  Bea Levoy is interested in writing a newsletter article – Linda will ask Bea to write about our 10/10/10 event for Sept newsletter.  

Our re-accreditation items need to be reviewed.  We need to decide what we can do to fulfill them.  Some of these actions involve environmental justice, RE program, energy data from MUF for visual displays on our energy use.

	8:00
	Plans for next meeting: in August or on second Tuesday in Sept. (Sept. 14)?
	Will wait to hear from Caroline to decide if we have a meeting in Aug.  

	8:15
	Sign making and photo shoot for Deborah Levoy’s Youtube video (for those who are interested and have not already done this) 
	Bea is trying to get photos of people with signs about an environmental issue important to them.  Please make a sign and have a photo taken of you holding the sign. Send to photos@drillbabystill.com attached to an email message granting permission for your photo to be posted on Youtube. (There is no need to include your name on the sign or elsewhere in the photo. See http://www.youtube.com/user/DeborahLevoy#p/a/u/0/7rK5thNDIDQ for examples of photos.)


