GEM Summer Retreat 2007 


Tuesday, August 14, home of Steve Gruber, 131 Northfield Road, Millington 
Potluck dinner 6:00 to 6:45 PM, meeting 6:45 to 9:00 PM
Attendees: Linda Clark, Linda DeLap, Kelvin Domovs, Caroline Gower, Steve Gruber, Janet Kreha, Eleanor Mason, Claire and Fred Mayer, Anne Paust, Jo Sippie-Gora
Spiritual opening: song, Earth is Our Mother, led by Caroline
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	Purpose and goals of GEM
	Specific goals were revised (see attached version).

	Goals: general and for 2007-2008 
	Theme for the year suggested by Claire and adopted: environment issues concerning food and water.
Promote sustainable practices at MUF by proposing policy regarding purchasing, use, and recycling.

Advocate against drilling for oil in the Arctic (letter writing). 

Support Peaceworks’ reforestation project or other nonprofit group.

Look at UUMFE’s new global warming action kit.

	Format of monthly meetings (6:30 2nd Tuesday, MUF)
	Linda to follow up with Maggie regarding room assignment. 
Sept 11 meeting: Steve Gruber to bring veggies, Eleanor to bring apple juice, Caroline to bring cheese and crackers, Claire to provide spiritual opening, Linda D. to wash tumblers in dishwasher afterward.

	Representation at Social Justice Council meetings
	GEM members other than Caroline and Linda are invited to represent GEM at a monthly SJC meeting (dates to be announced).
Peace Commission will meet 3 times re Study Action Issue; GEM members are urged to attend Sept 20 meeting.

	Activities for 2007-2008 and those interested in participating 

	Display table on Sundays
	Claire to be resource person, other GEM members to staff table according to a schedule to be determined. Fred to sell CFLs each Sunday. Linda D. to prepare left and right sides of display board as permanent displays about GEM (goals, activities, etc.). Linda D. and Linda C. to work on center part of display for Sept/Oct: What Is an Earth Dinner? Why Are We Having It?  Eleanor and Steve to work on display for Nov/Dec, Janet and Caroline for Jan (topics to be determined). Topic suggestion from Kelvin: open space, trails.

	Earth dinner on September 29
	Admission: $6 for adults, $3 for children 12 years and under, free for children less than 5 years (NJ wine and beer for adults included). Claire to sell tickets at box office, assign categories of food to ensure even distribution of potluck items, explain goal of using locally sourced foods. GEM members not to prepare additional entrees.

	NWEI course Deep Ecology
	To be publicized through Adult Education. Claire to consider timing and feasibility. Need better participation by MUF people than for recent NWEI courses. Deep ecology may be of greater interest than global warming; people may have thought they knew about that issue already.

	Host a coffee hour about sustainable practices? 
	Each committee is to host a coffee hour this year. Caroline to pick a date and let membership know (probably not in Sept). Topic could be recycled materials (paper products), with samples displayed.

	Environmental gifts for new MUF members
	Claire provided a list of items: welcome letter, how-to guides (examples given), picture of nature with GEM mission statement and meeting times, sink aerator, CFL, shopping bag, tire pressure gauge. Goal is to compile items in time for new member Sunday in the spring; may need 30 to 40 kits. 

	Further winterizing of MUF’s building: caulk, insulating foam, other?
	We have caulk left over from last year, could use it for Room 100 windows. Need to seal holes in basement.
Anne noted that acceptance of a large preservation grant would commit MUF to stay in the building or pay the money back when selling the property.

	Sustainable practices at MUF: recycled materials, safe cleaning products, composting
	Need to reach out to members and administrators, educate people, keep emphasizing this issue at Program Network meetings. Include sustainable practices in event planner; establish a process by which others contact GEM for guidance regarding sustainable practices for their events. 
For Festival of Peace, Sept 23, GEM plans to offer recycled and/or compostable paper products for food service. 

GEM to help with letter writing on that day (topic to be determined, maybe supporting the UN).

Suggestion from Eleanor: contact our Congressional Representative while he is on recess. 

	Educational event about global warming (Focus the Nation) on Thursday, Jan 31?
	Suggested by UUMFE. Possible event to be determined.

	Cool Cities (see Stefano Crema)
	Contact Stefano to volunteer for training.

	Other

	New movie, Escape from Suburbia, to be previewed at Claire and Fred’s house Monday, Aug 27, 7 pm. Public screening would entail a fee of $200.


