Green Earth Ministry: Minutes for September meeting


Tuesday, September 11, 2007       6:30pm, MUF dining room

Refreshments: Steve G – home-grown veggies; Eleanor – juice; Caroline – cheese & crackers
Attendees:  Linda Clark, Bruce Daggy, Linda DeLap, Sandy DeSmedt*, Kelvin Domovs, Caroline Gower, Steve Gruber, Steve Humphreys*, Eleanor Mason, Claire and Fred Mayer, Jo Sippie-Gora
*Present for first half hour.
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Refreshments and socializing
	Caroline presented campaign against diesel pollution, provided letters to sign and postcards to be mailed to Governor Corzine.

	6:40
	Welcome, agreement on meeting conduct, time keeper, minute taker
	Eleanor – minute taker; Steve Gruber – time keeper; spiritual opening – Claire Mayer: a story about proclamations of a wise leader, entitled “What Does It Mean To Be Human?”

	6:45
	Discuss environmental considerations re accepting/rejecting the preservation grant to replace MUF’s roof (Steve Humphreys)
	After the services on Sept 16, MUF members will discuss the county’s historic preservation grant to fix the roof. The grant has strings attached, including an easement that would impose restrictions on use of the property, including maintenance of existing lawns. Changes (such as planting native plants) would require pre-approval. If we sold the property, we would have to return the grant money. MUF is seeking legal advice and has asked for extension of the 60-day decision period. We need to know the options and consider our long-term desires. GEM members are asked to participate in the Sept 16 discussions and send comments to environment@muuf.org. See report by Steve Rice, in MUF office.

	7:00
	Review draft Policy on Sustainable Practices at MUF; prepare to send to Network for discussion at next mtg.
	Comments: change introductory paragraph to express a sense of urgency (Linda C.); clarify last sentence of item 3, which refers to composting of kitchen waste at MUF; reword item 5: “investment policies that support environmental sustainability”. Caroline will revise and send to Todd Van Gordon and the Program Network in time for Sept 19 meeting (date to be confirmed); meeting to be attended by Caroline, Jo, and maybe Linda D. Claire acknowledged the work of those involved in drafting the policy, a significant step forward for this committee.

	7:15
	MUF building: HVAC replacement, winterizing projects, etc (Bruce)
	The Finance Committee voted to accept Speer Air’s proposal for a high-efficiency unit ($24,000), supported by Bill; Board to decide. Cleaning of ducts by installer (additional cost) would improve indoor air quality. GEM recognized Bruce’s successful efforts over the past year to analyze the critical problem of the failing meeting room HVAC system and recommend a competitively priced and environmentally sound replacement. Winterizing: additional caulking of windows; Steve G. to work on weather stripping at bottom of front doors; foam insulation for holes and electrical outlets. Send ideas for other work to Bruce. Linda D. to check with office on scheduling (Bruce available Oct 13, Linda not). Offer training in caulking for those willing to help? Fall clean-up days will be in Nov, Dec.

	7:25
	Update on Earth Dinner 9/29 – (Linda C )
	Claire providing recipes and tracking sign-ups (46 already) and appetizer/side dish/dessert contributions; Linda C. tracking entree contributions by GEM members (6 so far, need one each vegetarian and vegan); Steve G., Bruce, and maybe Fred providing wine; Bruce, maybe others printing quotes to place on tables; Claire (and Linda D., hopefully) to work on tossed salad (local veggies, one large bowl per table); bread: Linda C., Linda D., Caroline; butter, fresh mint springs to place in drinking water: Jo; vinaigrette salad dressing: Linda C.; flowers in bud vases and in 1 or 2 large vases for buffet tables, copies of list of farmers’ markets (adding Montclair): Linda D. On day of event, Kathy Burgess to help with food service (coffee, tea, etc.), Fred to collect money from guests who have not already paid. All asked to help with clean-up. Scraps can be composted (bin made of weldwire circle on wooden pallet).

	8:05
	Festival of Peace, Sept 23, GEM providing sustainable products for food service – need volunteers for set-up. 


	Caroline and Claire to set up for brunch (must be ready before 10:15). Linda D. providing recycled paper plates and napkins, to be collected for composting after use if possible; preparing poster with info about sources and cost. Plastic tumblers and stainless steel flatware are to be used and washed. Linda D. to contact Maggie to request bin containing MUF’s cloth tablecloths be brought up from basement, Caroline and Linda to wash them. Linda D. to request easel be placed on first floor to hold poster. Jo to attend SJC meeting on Sept 13, find out how many people are expected to participate in brunch. 

	8: 10
	GEM to host Coffee- hour on 10/21   Topic: recycled paper w/samples & info. Committee members needed to contribute food/posters (Caroline)
	Bring samples of recycled paper products to show. Jo: have posters explaining environmental costs of “cheap” products. GEM members asked to contribute food. Further planning at next meeting. 



	8:15
	Recent & upcoming events (all)
	Field trip, documentary films, Deep Ecology course, welcome kit for new members (Claire investigating bookmarks, magnets)
Steve G. to send email with info about local sources of eggs.

	8:25
	Feedback on this meeting
	Too many people talking at once. Consider raising hands and waiting to be recognized before speaking. Dining room echoes more than library does but is better for good discussions. There was some self-correcting of meeting behavior. We kept to the times on the agenda.

	8:30
	Adjourn
	


