Green Earth Ministry: Minutes of March 2008 Meeting


Tuesday, March 11, 2008       6:30 pm, MUF dining room

Refreshments: Linda Clark, Caroline Gower
Attendees: Linda Clark, Linda DeLap, Kelvin Domovs, Caroline Gower, Janet Kreha, Eleanor Mason, Claire Mayer, Fred Mayer, Anne Paust, Abby Sanner, Jo Sippie-Gora; first part of meeting: Steve Humphreys, Walt Kanzler
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:45
	Introduction of MUF’s  “Sustainability Project” proposed by Walt Kanzler – how can GEM help get this process started?
Steve Humphreys & Walt Kanzler
	Competition is for LEED design of expanded meeting room and additional classrooms and administrative space, with capability for electric and heat generation, compatible with the appearance of the historical part of the building. Kick-off meeting in mid April, 8- to 10-week duration with check half-way through, jury of distinguished architects, $1000 prize. Hopefully there will be at least 5 and as many as 10 design submissions. Two task forces are to be formed: (1) help with design competition, (2) focus on renovation and retrofit of existing building and grounds (roof, lighting, windows, other aspects such as transportation to MUF). Determine skills needed, recommend direction and candidates to Board. Tasks for (1): develop flyer to inform congregation of competition, acknowledge each submission, coordinate dates, plan awards event, invite architects, students, and congregation. 
The following people expressed interest in becoming involved: Abby, Caroline, Eleanor, Linda D, Jo

	7:10
	Sustainable practices for MUF: 

1. Getting MUF’s committees to buy in and help implement the  recommendations 

2. How do we track progress?
	GEM members and friends are asked to share Statement of Intent with other committees and groups, ask for input on list of recommendations, ask for commitment to adopt one sustainable practice over next 6 months (sign commitment sheet). Electronic copies of the 3 items to be sent by Linda DeLap to GEM and Networks. Seeds of Peace, Finance, Right Relations, Welcoming, Partner Church, and at least one covenant group could be approached by GEM members or spouses. For other groups, ask when one of us can attend a meeting and talk for 5 to 10 minutes about the initiative. Plan to follow up in a few months to track progress. 

	7:20
	Sunday display table and CFL sales (also seeds)


	Regarding the existing display for the Sustainable Practices initiative, Jo recommended replacing Sierra Club calendar photos with photos showing people performing sustainable practices. Caroline plans to take photos. Alternatively or in addition, we could include cartoons from Low Carbon Diet. 

	7:25
	Further energy efficiency work on MUF building and grounds (Bruce, Linda)


	This topic was deferred to the next meeting.

	7:35
	GEM finances: 

-Account balances

-Budget request for next year (due immediately)

	Account balances are approximately $200 in the spending account and $1300 in the trust account. Purchase of CFLs should be reimbursed from the trust account. The budget proposal for next year was discussed and adjusted.

	7:45
	Upcoming events:

-Plans to air “The Story of Stuff” (Linda C)

-Coffee hour hosting on  April 6
-Plans for Earth Day
	Story of stuff will take place in the library on March 16. For more information, viewers can visit the website.
For coffee hour hosting, we plan to provide shade-grown, organic, fair-trade coffee, which Linda purchased from Peaceworks. If Maggie has it the Friday before, she can make sure Ryszard will use it instead of the usual coffee. Other members of GEM plan to bring small snack items or fruit juice.

Steve Parker asked Caroline whether GEM members would like to provide the RE program for the 3/4th grade class on April 20. Caroline, Claire, and Linda C expressed interest and would like to see the curriculum. 

	8:00
	Possible fieldtrips for spring/summer: 

-Morris Museum exhibit on Green architecture

-Newark Conservancy

-Genesis Farms

-Willow School
	On April 6 after coffee hour hosting, GEM members (about 8) plan to go to Arepas Paisas, 116 Speedwell Ave, for lunch, then to the Morris Museum to tour the Green House exhibit. Linda C will contact the restaurant. People may car pool from MUF.
Caroline to contact the Willow School (in Peapack) for a possible visit in May.

Other field trips are to be planned at the next meeting.

Perhaps we could visit Genesis Farms this summer as our retreat venue.

	8:10
	Any suggestions for legislative advocacy? 
	Deferred to next meeting.

	8:15
	Plans for April meeting: spiritual opening, refreshments, content.
Feedback on this meeting
	May discuss sponsoring the new GSEI course Menu for the Future (6 sessions), whether to organize a group to read and discuss Low Carbon Diet. 

Good meeting, got a lot done, people took turns better than in the past. 

	8:20
	Set up TV/DVD and run “The Story of Stuff” for whoever would like to see it 
	Operation of TV/DVD was confirmed, but it was too late in the evening to show The Story of Stuff.


