Green Earth Ministry: Minutes of June 2008 Meeting


Tuesday, June 3, 2008       6:30 pm, MUF library
Refreshments: Cheese and crackers (Anne), fruit (Gloria)

Attendees:  Linda Delap, Kelvin Domovs, Gloria Dyer, Caroline Gower, Steve Gruber, Eleanor Mason, Claire Mayer, Fred Mayer, Anne Paust
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Refreshments and socializing
	

	6:40
	Spiritual opening (Jo Sippie-Gora)
	Linda D. read parts of a piece submitted by Jo about the Living Water Garden, a popular park in Chengdu, a large city in China. The park purifies river water and is a wildlife refuge. Betsy Damon organized the park’s creation as a collaborative public art project.

	6:44
	Welcome; agreement on meeting conduct
	

	6:45
	Support for Dream into Action sustainable architecture contest (June 14, July 12
Review hosting/food/
serving/cleanup (hands-on and financial support)
-AV assistance

-Other

(See list below)
	Claire provided menus for June 14 and July 12 and recipes to volunteers. She will not be present on June 14. Eleanor recommended designation of a leader for that day’s luncheon. 
Linda D. recommended contacting Kathy Burgess because of her expertise with large dining events.
Caroline to contact Walt regarding number of attendees and room choice. Linda to check with Maggie about custodial support. 

	7:05
	May 25 lunch & learn DVD, “The Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil”  -feedback, thanks to all helpers
	Thanks were expressed to those who made this event possible. Special thanks went to Jo for publicizing the event and to those who provided delicious food and beverages for the luncheon, 

	7:15
	Promoting the MUF “Statement of Intent Regarding Sustainable Practices” 

-Crazy hat/sandwich board Sunday mornings  - feedback and further ideas
	The hat and sandwich board effort has been successful. Over 100 people have signed. Plans are to continue.

	7:25
	Adult education course: “Menu for the Future”

	People have not signed up. Claire may set a date for the fall. the course consists of 6 sessions. 
UUMFE (UU Ministry for Earth) and Northwest Earth Institute (NWEI) have linked together because UU congregations are interested in NWEI’s courses.

	7:35
	Decision re fieldtrip to the  

Willow School in late June or July

	Caroline, Claire, Fred, Steve G., Eleanor, and possibly Gloria are interested in visiting this LEEDS-certified private school in Gladstone. Amount of walking involved in tour to be determined. Caroline to contact the school to arrange a weekday visit.

	7:45
	Ideas for summer – retreat or ? 


	We agreed to meet on Tuesday, July 1, 6:30, for a regular monthly meeting and discuss then a possible retreat sometime during the last 2 weeks of August. Gloria to provide spiritual opening, Linda D. to bring a snack such as strawberries if still in season then. Steve G. to bring raw veggies form his garden.
Possible retreat topic: feelings of conflict and loneliness associated with views on environmental action.

	8:00
	- New business
	Eleanor mentioned the value of organizing a speaking engagement with her niece or nephew (a science educator and an environmental lawyer) if they visit this area. 
Linda D. mentioned Nancy Bailin’s recommendation to sell soft toilet paper made of recycled paper. Fred mentioned that CFL sales have slowed, possibly because of the bulbs last so long. The 36 CFLs purchased for shipping to Nicaragua arrived too late. Suggestion was made to donate them to Neighborhood House instead.  

	8:20
	Feedback on this meeting
Adjourn
	No specific feedback. 


“DREAM  INTO ACTION SUSTAINABLE ARCHITECTURE CONTEST” – task force
Workshop #1: Saturday, June 14

Food: Menu by Claire Mayer – use of organically grown ingredients whenever possible

Cooks and helpers: Eleanor, Anne, Caroline, Linda D, maybe Linda C, Gloria, Steve Gruber, Bianca Wright
Workshop #2: Saturday, July 12

Food: Menu by Claire Mayer – use of organically grown ingredients whenever possible

Cooks and helpers: Jo, Claire, Janet, Caroline, Linda D, Linda C

A/V sound: Joe Uhrhane 

Other possible volunteers: Bianca Write, Helene Ferm, Pat de la Fuente
September 28 or October 5: Presentation of Awards at MUF – congregation/public event (details to be determined) 
