Green Earth Ministry: Meeting Minutes, January 8, 2008

Tuesday, January 8, 2008       6:30 pm, MUF dining room

Refreshments: Linda DeLap and Caroline Gower
Attendees: Linda Clark, Linda DeLap, Caroline Gower, Stephen Gruber, Eleanor Mason, Claire Mayer, Anne Paust, Jo Sippie-Gora 
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Refreshments and socializing
	 (Refreshments provided by Caroline and Linda D)

	6:40
	Spiritual opening (Jo Sippie-Gora)
	Singing and reading of “Lay Down Your Weary Tune” by Bob Dylan and “Sweet Is the Melody” by Iris DeMent

	6:45
	Welcome, agreement on meeting conduct
	Time-keeper: Steve
Note taker: Caroline

	6:47
	2007 Alternative Gift Fair – results, sales, ideas, etc. (all)
	Gross receipts (before costs) were reported to be $22,000. Our table took in about $500. Ecuadorian crafts did not sell, which was disappointing. Basura bags also did not sell well. Possible factors: prices of items and location of our table in the Terrace Room. All 14 reusable water bottles and 12 strings of LED holiday lights sold. Earlier publicity and better weather on the last day of the sale would have helped. This was the third year for sale of 10,000 Villages items. Generally, we considered participation in the sale to have been worthwhile for GEM.

	7:00
	Choose environmental group to receive portion of Sunday plate money, find representative for Jan 10 SJC meeting (all) 
	Previous recipients were noted (see list at end of these minutes). To cut down on mailings, we considered repeat giving rather than choosing a new organization every time. Local organizations are usually favored. Raptor Trust is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. Also recommended were the Great Swamp Watershed Association (GSWA) and Pequannock River Coalition. In a vote, GSWA was chosen for the next distribution, with the intent of giving to other organizations later this year. SJC’s distribution of plate money was postponed to its Feb 13 meeting. No one volunteered to attend the Jan 10 SJC meeting on behalf of GEM.

	7:10
	Further energy efficiency changes for the building (Bruce via email)
	In a recent email, Bruce reported that MUF’s electricity use has gone up. He plans to talk with Maggie, would be willing to buy a duct fan, and will investigate other measures to decrease use of the electric baseboard heater in the admin office. Linda D will try to obtain clear plastic sheeting to cover basement windows. Caroline offered to help install the sheeting. Clean-up day is planned for February 9. GEM members were asked to help.

	7:15
	Feedback from Program & Admin. Network mtg: Policy on Sustainable Practices at MUF. (Linda D, Anne)

How shall we move the policy forward? (All)
	At the December Network meeting, Admin Network requested softening of the language in the proposed policy (for example, changing “will” to something less “mandatory”) and calling it something other than a policy. Anne suggested “Statement of Intent”, and we agreed on that, also agreeing to add “seek to” in some places to soften the language. Admin Network was uncomfortable committing to socially and environmentally responsible investing. Anne provided GEM members with information (paper copy to be filed with these minutes). Stu Sendell may present an adult RE program about investing. Our list of current recommendations for sustainable practices is to be preceded by a paragraph making it clear that they are not mandatory and are subject to change. We planned to revise and send the Statement of Intent to both networks with a request to re-submit it to the Board. 

	7:35
	Upcoming events:

-Two Angry Moms reservations (Linda D)

-Plans to air The Story of Stuff (Linda C)

-Focus the Nation educational initiative (Jo)
	Postmeeting note: Linda D mailed checks to Slow Food of Northern NJ for “will call” reservations for Claire, Caroline, and herself for Two Angry Moms.
Linda C will order the DVD of The Story of Stuff and submit a voucher for reimbursement by GEM. Dining room or library, with screen and DVD projector, were considered more appropriate than Terrace Room for Sunday between-services screenings (video is 20 minutes long). Alternative would be screening after the second service. Postmeeting note: the dining room has been reserved for March 16 between services (no dates were available in Feb or April); AV equipment iwill be requested through MUF’s office, not Gabor. Need to check on date for possible coffee hour hosting by GEM; may be too much to do both on one day.
Eleanor to check with Drew University re Focus the Nation plans (Jan 30 and/or 31). GEM members could attend together and advertise the event at MUF in What’s Happening.

	8:00
	Fieldtrips for spring/summer – research needed before February’s meeting
	Claire to check on Newark Conservancy, Caroline on Genesis Farms, Linda D on a community garden in New Brunswick. Dates of field trips are to be determined by email after more information becomes available. Linda C mentioned Farm and Food Open House, including dinner, first Saturday after Labor Day.

	8:10
	Feedback on this meeting
	Upbeat but overly chatty

	8:15
	Plans for February meeting: spiritual opening, refreshments, content
	Refreshments: Linda C
Spiritual opening: Steve or Claire

Content: plans for Story of Stuff, field trips, sustainability Statement of Intent

	8:20
	Adjourn
	On time


GEM’s Donations to Environmental Non-profit Organizations

	Organization
	Month and Year
	Amount
	Sent?

	Fedicamp (through Peaceworks)
	Nov 2007
	300
	probably

	Planned Parenthood
	Jun 2007
	300
	yes

	Pequannock River Coalition
	Mar 2007
	200
	yes

	Passaic River Coalition
	Feb 2007
	300?
	yes

	Planned Parenthood
	Sep 2006
	500
	yes

	Great Swamp Watershed Association
	Feb 2006
	300
	yes

	GreenFaith
	Feb 2006
	300
	yes

	Highlands Coalition
	Jan 2005
	350
	yes

	Morris Land Conservancy
	2004?
	?
	?


