Green Earth Ministry: Meeting minutes, November 13, 2007

Tuesday, November 13, 2007       6:30pm, MUF dining room

Attendees: Linda Clark, Linda DeLap, Kelvin Domovs, Caroline Gower, Stephen Gruber, Claire and Fred Mayer, Anne Paust, Kathy Stroh

	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Refreshments and socializing
	Refreshments provided by Claire, also some items brought by Caroline, Kathy, Linda D. 

	6:40
	Spiritual opening
	Linda C. read a poem by Loren Eiseley and mentioned the book and radio show Speaking of Faith by Krista TIppett.

	6:45
	Welcome, agreement on meeting conduct
	Time-keeper: none designated, shared responsibility

Note taker: Steve

	6:47
	Presentation: Jim Burchell (Peaceworks) and Elvin Castellon, Executive Director of FEDICAMP
	Jim showed slides and described the programs of FEDICAMP, which operates in the northern part of Nicaragua, near the border with Honduras. Policies of the previous political regime led to deforestation for cotton plantations and, later, cattle ranching, resulting in dry, infertile soil. FEDICAMP programs are carried out by members of the community and include growing and planting native vegetation, constructing cisterns, developing better farming methods, and providing energy-efficient wood stoves. Jim’s daughter Robin translated for Mr. Castellon as he answered several questions for us. 

	7:20
	Plans for GEM’s participation in Alternative Gift Fair

Dec. 8, 9,16

Sign up to help at the GEM table
	People volunteered to staff GEM’s table during the hours of the fair and shared ideas of things to sell or offer: handicrafts from the Ecuadorian rainforest and calendars (Claire, Save America’s Forests), wildflower seeds (Linda D.’s yard), water bottles and lunch bags (Caroline, ReusableBags.com), CFLs (Fred , GreenFaith, LED holiday lights (Linda D., Agway or 1000bulbs.com), a list of websites for charitable donations to environmental organizations

	7:40
	Feedback from Program Network mtg: Policy on Sustainable Practices at MUF (Caroline)

	Caroline attended a long, joint meeting of the Administrative and Program Networks and had about 3 minutes to discuss the Policy on Sustainable Practices. RE classes will switch from bottled water to pitchers of filtered water. Ron Corey suggested having a “barometer” to show how far we have come with sustainable practices. People may be interested in having another compost bin and a pail for collecting kitchen scraps and compostable plates.

Anne talked about the Board’s interest in socially and environmentally responsible investing of MUF funds. Also, MUF is cooperating with New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT). Walter Kanzler set up a competition for architecture graduate students to propose ways to make our building more sustainable consistent with its historic preservation

	7:50
	Discussion of Kimberly-Clark boycott issue & possible petition
	At the Alternative Gift Fair, we are thinking of asking people to sign a pledge not to use Kimberly Clark products and informing them of alternatives. See www.Kleercut.net for more information.

	8:00
	Recent & upcoming events (all)
	Linda D. mentioned that GreenFaith is giving a tour of Newark’s toxic sites on February 16. 
Linda C. noted that Stone Barn Center in Tarrytown, NY, would be worth visiting next spring and has many environmental programs.

Another possible field trip: Greater Newark Conservancy (www.citybloom.org), mentioned by Jim Burchell.
Claire reported that 50 bookmarks for the new members’ kit will be ready soon and will have a photograph of our banner taken by George Aronson. The components of the kit will fit into a large envelope; a bag is not needed.

	
	Plans for Dec 11 meeting: content, spiritual opening, refreshments
	Kathy Stroh will provide the spiritual opening.
Refreshments will be small items or beverages(each person to bring one thing.

This meeting may be mostly a holiday celebration. Agenda could be light.

	8:15
	Feedback on this meeting


	None

	8:20
	Adjourn
	


