Green Earth Ministry: Minutes of Summer 2008 Retreat

GEM Retreat

Sunday, Aug 24, 2008       Janet Kreha’s home
Attendees:  Linda Delap, Gloria Dyer, Caroline Gower, Claire Mayer, Fred Mayer, Anne Paust, Jo Sippie-Gora, Janet Kreha
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	Refreshments and socializing
	Potluck – Everyone brought a dish to share.  Food was enjoyed by all!


	Fall Events

Ware Lecture: Van Jones on Green Jobs
Menu for the Future

Story of Stuff
	It was suggested that we show this year’s WARE lecture on either Sunday Nov. 16th or 23rd. 

1. Linda DeLap to book the date. 

2. Jo to help Linda with promotion.

3. All to look for speakers and exhibits to go along with the lecture.

As part of the Adult RE program Claire will lead the workshop, Menu for the Future, from Sept, 28 to Nov. 9 (off on Oct. 19)
Jo suggested that we show the Story of Stuff again at the Fellowship.  Suggested for Nov. 23rd between services or switch with Van Jones.  Could have Van Jones in meeting room and Stuff in the library on same day..

Claire is having a House Party on Sept 14 to show the Story of Stuff.

	Budget Cuts
	Budgets have been cut 10% across the board.  Final budget and explanation to come.  Not clear if trust funds are affected.


	Dream into Action sustainable architecture contest 
	Walter Kanzler has not contacted us recently. We do not yet know what our involvement will be this fall.  There is no date yet for an event at MUF. 

	General Info

Water Bottles
CFLs

Toner Cartridges


	Whole Foods has Sigg water bottles.  Linda D reported that Blue Ridge Mountain Sports has Kleen Canteen water bottles.
Home Depot is collecting Old CFLs

Staples is collecting toner cartridges.  Walgreens and Inkspot will refill cartridges

	Recycling at MUF
Batteries

Cell Phones
	We are collecting batteries in the office by the copy machine.  It was suggested that we put the collection out in room 100 on Sundays on the Mantel.

We will look into starting a phone collection at MUF through Pace Butler.  Caroline will talk to Maggie about a collection box in room 100.

	Promoting the MUF “Statement of Intent Regarding Sustainable Practices” 


	156 people have signed.  Linda will circulate a draft letter to the board for our input.  She will present the list and state what actions are being taken by some committees and individuals,

	Greening MUF

	Maggie says that there is no room for tumblers in MUF kitchen.  We will order them anyway and make room.

	Sunday tables
	Discussed continuing the Sunday GEM table in some way,  Although being in room 100 cuts down on its usefulness it was felt that new comers often come by.  

	GEM Web page
	Hazel Bell maintains our webpage.  It needs to be updated.

	Peace Festival, 9/21/08
	GEM, led by Linda D and Linda C, helping Seeds of Peace with food/set-up
(note: GEM is no longer hosting coffee hour that day)

	Next GEM meeting:
Tuesday, Sept 9 in dining room
	



