Green Earth Ministry: Minutes of June 2008 Meeting


Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2008       6:30 pm, MUF library
Refreshments: Linda D and Caroline
Attendees:  Linda Delap, Gloria Dyer, Caroline Gower, Steve Gruber, Claire Mayer, Fred Mayer, Anne Paust, Janet Kreha, Linda Clark, Jo Sippie Gore, 
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Refreshments and socializing
	

	6:40
	Spiritual opening 
	Native American reading

	6:44
	Welcome; agreement on meeting conduct
	Note Taker – Janet Kreha

	6:45
	Brief reports on 
GEM or other “green” summer events 
	Willow School – 14 people went on tour and were impressed by their recycling and other environment programs
Farm and apiary tour – part of “Buy Fresh, Buy Local”.  Several GEM members took part in this worthwhile tour.

Two Pond Farm in New Milford – Jo visited this farm and suggested it as a good place to buy local.

	6:55
	Plans for showing Van Jones’ Ware lecture on green economy: ideas for job/vendor fair (Nov. 16) – All

	The program will consist of 

1. Showing of the WARE lecture.  Linda D. ordered the DVD of the Ware Lecture.    

2. Panel of people who have green businesses in our area.  Send names of possible panelists to Gloria.Dyer@verizon.net by Sept. 16. Jo will give Linda D a sample letter to send to prospective panelists and Linda will include in the letter a website where they can view the WARE lecture in advance.

3. Soup and Salad Lunch.

Publicity -

1. Suggested we advertise it as “What is the Green Economy – Come and find out”
2. Need to advertise widely – in larger community.  

	7:15
	Letter to Board re “Statement of Intent Regarding Sustainable Practices”
	The group reviewed and revised the letter that Linda wrote for the board.

	7:30
	GEM Sunday Table
Brainstorm topical items for monthly display board.  Circulate sign-up sheet.  All
	Topics and schedule for displays are as follows:

Oct – Nov – Green Economy – Caroline will put board together but she would like people to send her material.  
Mid- Nov – Jan.  Holiday Stuff – Linda and Jo

Jan. – Feb – Water – Steve G.

Mar – April – Alternative Energy

Volunteers are needed on Sunday to staff table.

Can put material on any of these in GEM box next to office.

	7:45
	GEM cell phone collection in October – fundraiser for greening MUF(Ideas?) - Caroline

	Caroline has ordered boxes to put in MUF to collect phones during the month of Oct.  It was suggested that we put the boxes in room 100 and next to the nametags.  We will then send them to Pace Butler (a green business) who will pay us for them.  Proceeds will be used for MUF – possibly for organic/fair trade coffee for coffee hour.
We will put a notice in What’s happening.

	7:50
	Upcoming Events

· Peace Festival

· Adult education course

· Menu for the Future starting Sept 28 (Claire)


	Peace Festival – Linda C. and Linda D are planning food, set-up and clean-up.  Let Linda know if you can volunteer.

7 people signed up for Menu for the Future.  Suggested putting up flyers in libraries.

	8:00
	· Ideas for legislative action
· New Business
	Alternative energy tax credits may not be extended - send email to Congressmen.
We are sending CFLs to Nicaragua.



	8:20
	Feedback on this meeting
Plans for next meeting

Adjourn
	Food: Claire & Linda C

Spiritual Opening: open (Jo cannot do it)


Next meeting – Oct. 14
