Green Earth Ministry: Agenda for July meeting


Tuesday, July 1, 2008       6:30 pm, MUF dining room
Refreshments: Local berries & cookies (Linda D), veggies, crackers & dip (Caroline)
Attendees: Linda Delap, Kelvin Domovs, Gloria Dyer, Caroline Gower, Eleanor Mason, Claire Mayer, Fred Mayer, Anne Paust, Janet Kreha, Linda Clark, Jo Sippie-Gora, Stefano Crema, Pat De La Fuente
	Time
	Topic
	Agreements and Action Items

	6:30
	Refreshments, socializing
	

	6:40
	Spiritual opening (Gloria D)
	Gloria told some fascinating facts about some of the invertebrates. She reminded us that they need protection and appreciation, as other animals do. 

	6:44
	Welcome; agreement on meeting conduct
	Time-keeper: Jo
Note taker: Janet

	6:45
	Presentation & slide show by Stefano Crema: Cooling America Through Local Leadership (CALL)
	Stefano gave an interesting and informative presentation on where the Cool Cities program is now and where it hopes to go. Cities that have signed on (more than 85 in New Jersey) have not taken action because of funding issues. They need popular support and financial resources. If global warming continues, people’s standard of living will go down, and so it is to their advantage to support this program. Surveys indicate that people will support more taxes if the money is specifically designated for the environment. The best way to build support is at the local level.  CALL hopes to bring in the business community and show them how it is to their advantage to support Cool Cities. If anyone has contacts with influential people in their communities who can help built this support, please let Stefano know.

	7:20
	Composting and alternatives at MUF
-discussion


	Cups from the picnic did not compost well, and there were too many plates for the compost bin.

The following problems and solutions were discussed:

Solution #1 - Buy more plastic tumblers that can go through the dishwasher ($40 for 72). 

1, Cups being light float in the dishwasher.  Could look for a rack with a top to hold the cups down in the dishwasher or put one rack on top of the other. 

2.  Space – is it a problem? Might be able to move our small tumblers to RE kitchen. 

3.  Save money with reusable plastic tumblers.

Solution #2 - Have each person bring own cup and plate to picnics.  

	7:35
	Promoting the MUF “Statement of Intent Regarding Sustainable Practices” 
-Feedback and next steps
	Suggested we formally present the list of signatures to the board by writing a letter to the board and listing some concrete steps committees / groups have taken.  We will try to get more signatures during the summer session.  Linda Clark will do this on July 13, and Claire at another time.

	7:45
	Dream into Action sustainable architecture contest Task Force:

July 12 luncheon
	The June 14h luncheon was well-appreciated.  See below for plans for July 12 luncheon (hosting/food/

serving/clean-up, AV assistance).

	7:55
	Summer field trip: 

The Willow School

Thursday, August 28 at 11am
Retreat
	Willow School trip – 

Meet at MUF promptly at 10 am to car pool.

Linda C will be contact for people to call about trip.  Let Linda know by Monday August 25 if you are going on the trip. Linda C. will put trip in newsletter and in What’s Happening up to August 24.

GEM Retreat –

Retreat will be at Janet Kreha’s house after the 10 AM service on Sunday, Aug. 24th (arrive between and 11 and 12). Each person brings a dish.

Directions to Janet’s house from MUF:  

    Turn left onto Columbia Turnpike,  

    Turn right at light on Park Ave (big intersection with light).   

    Go past Hamilton Park and Fairleigh Dickinson Univ and make first right onto Danforth Road.  

    Then go to the third left and turn onto Beech Ave.  

    Go to 16 Beech Ave.  (Tall trees on side of house).  Phone – 973-377-6681.

	8:10
	New business
	Jo Sippie-Gora informed us that David Korten’s book, The Great Turning will be the subject of an adult RE class in the fall. Paul and Lorelei to lead the course. Jo asked if any GEM member would also like to co-facilitate. 

The course may be open to the public.

Jo also said they are planning for the Peace Festival in the fall and may include an intro. to the course.  They are looking for volunteers to lead this effort.

	8:20
	Feedback on this meeting
Adjourn
	Very chatty.


“DREAM INTO ACTION SUSTAINABLE ARCHITECTURE CONTEST” – Task Force
Workshop #2: Saturday, July 12

Food: Menu by Claire Mayer – use of organically grown ingredients whenever possible (About 20 people to feed)

Chicken salad – Claire M, Edamame – Linda Clark, Summer slaw – Jo Sippie-Gora, Peach bread pudding – Caroline, Cookies – Gloria, Vanilla ice cream – Linda Delap
9am – table set-up – Claire, Caroline and Linda Delap

Custodian sets up coffee and tea

11- 11:15 – Set up food (All who are bringing food)

Clean-Up – Jo and Linda Clark

A/V sound: Joe Uhrhane 

September 28 or October 5: Presentation of Awards at MUF – congregation/public event (details to be determined) 
