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www.MUUF.org. When completed, the forms can be 
placed in the Intern mailbox. I look forward to including 
your input in the calculations, and offer a “thank you!” to 
those who have already responded. When all the data is in, 
we will share all the encouraging news that this information 
reveals. It will be great to behold how our fellowship-wide 
support makes the impact of our individual efforts all the 
more effective.  

The image created by the original meaning of the word 
conspire, consp�r� re in Latin, can bring a breathtaking joy 
to this resolution we made collectively. “To breathe in 
harmony” is an apt metaphor for the ways we each use our 
life breath to communally relieve the hold that the 
oppression of poverty has on us and our neighbors. 
Conspiring to contribute to the success of our Signature 
Project is an honorable way to breathe new life into our 
commitment to work together to alleviate hunger and 
homelessness in our community.  

(continued on p. 2) 
 
 

The New Year brings promise and fresh energies into our 
determination toward positive change. Excitement 
surrounds and enlivens our intentions when they are woven 
within the atmosphere of a type of global ritual as the clock 
strikes midnight within each time zone on December 31st. 
Like many of you, I spend time at the end of each calendar 
year discerning which of my personal goals are the most 
meaningful and perhaps the most challenging, and aspire to 
impart those luring and lofty objectives with the energies 
that the New Year brings.  

Statistics are often used to label the practice of making 
resolutions as a fruitless endeavor, but the payback of the 
process can actually be quite beneficial. Research shows 
that people who make explicit commitments to New Years’ 
resolutions are actually helping themselves to achieve 
them. The Journal of Clinical Psychology published an 
article in 2002 authored by John C. Norcross who claims 
that those who make explicit resolutions to attain a goal are 
ten times more likely to succeed than those who do not 
make statements of resolution. Imagine the power that can 
be infused into a project that is held in the resolve of a 
group who makes a consensual resolution to bring about 
positive change in the New Year.  

Our Signature Project to alleviate hunger and homelessness 
is a brilliant example of that very type of resolution. The 
impact we are generating together, as we combine forces to 
reduce the effects of poverty on our community is indeed 
multiplied by our partnership to live out our belief that we 
are able to respond to needs of others. At the Sunday 
Service on November 6th, Rev. Alison provided a message 
that named our project “Faith in Action.” How each of us 
moves to bring that message into life is reflected in the 
many individuated ways we use our gifts of time, talent, 
and treasure for the good of the community we call home.   

As a part of my internship here at the Morristown Unitarian 
Fellowship I have been working to track the impact our 
energies impart to alleviate poverty by calculating the hours 
(and dollars) that we all dedicate to our Signature Project. 
In order to do that, we have created a simple form to be 
filled out so that each and every one of our caring 
contributions is counted. The form is titled “Signature 
Project Promise & Possibilities” and is available in the 
office or on the Signature Project page of our website at 
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WE, the members of the Morristown Unitarian 
Fellowship, mindful of the rich diversity and essential 
oneness of human experience, covenant to weave the 
fabric of community from the strands of our separate 
lives. 

This is our pledge: 

· To create for ourselves and our children a spiritual 
home which will nurture, challenge and offer us 
renewal. 
 
· To seek what is true even as we celebrate the 
mystery of existence. 
 
· To reach out to all who share our liberal religious 
values and participate in the broader Unitarian-
Universalist movement. 
 
· To work for social justice and the well-being of our 
planet Earth. 
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SABBATICAL COORDINATING 

COMMITTEE (SCC) 
 

While Rev. Alison Miller is taking the second half of her 
sabbatical, this committee of four will meet periodically to 
ensure that things are running smoothly in different areas of 
the Fellowship.  Members of this group will be in touch with 
Rev. Alison from time to time about urgent matters that arise 
in the coming months.  The committee consists of good 
people to go to, if you have any questions, concerns, ideas, 
or want to know who you should be speaking with in Rev. 
Alison’s absence   
 
¨ Karen Dinsmore, Sabbatical Communications Chair 

(kdinsmore@ucnj.org)   
¨ Paul Ferm, President (paulmferm@gmail.com)   
¨ Tanya Van Order, President Elect 

(tvanorder@gmail.com)  
¨ Deneise Hyatt-Murad, Ministries Administrator 

(admin@muuf.org)  
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(continued from p.1) 

 
In this New Year, as the fireworks and popping corks mark 
the arrival of 2012, let us continue to conspire, bringing fresh 
breath into both our personal resolutions and those we share; 
commitment to the fellowship we treasure, and a successful 
living out of our obligation to make a difference within our 
community.  

May you find the blessings of the New Year to be both 
bountiful and sufficient.  

 

In Fellowship,  

 

 

Margaret “Maggie” Kribs, Ministerial Intern    

Auld Lang Syne: Success predictors, change processes, and self-reported outcomes 
of New Year's resolvers and nonresolvers, by John C. Norcross, Marci S. Mrykalo, 
Matthew D. Blagys , University of Scranton. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 
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21 Normandy Heights Road, Morristown, New Jersey  07960-4611 

Sunday Services: 9:00 & 11:00 AM 

Maggie 
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Happy New  Year! 
 

This year’s President’s Corner starts with a hearty 
thanks for the support of the Fellowship in our Clean 
Up and Power Up campaign. Our stretch goal was 
achieved as our members generously donated $9000 
to this special collection.  What have we done with 
this money?  Along with the help of our many 
volunteers, we have now either completed or have 
scheduled  electrical repairs of interior wiring and 
lighting in the parking lot, trimming over 2 dozen 
trees (some damaged in the storm and some which 
looked very much in need of trimming before 
winter), repairing rain damage in our sanctuary and 
its entryway, moving our legacy bee hive to a happy 
new home, and repairing the doors and locks of our 
building.  The Board and staff feel good about the 
balance of planned work and well-executed 
emergency repairs.  While I hope our “facility 
surprises” will diminish in 2012, they serve as a vivid 
reminder of why the Sacred Space exploration is such 
a key part of our Strategic Plan. I encourage you all 
to take advantage of the upcoming opportunities to 
become more informed about our Sacred Space 
options and join us in this conversation. 
 
As we entered the very busiest time of our holiday 
season at home, Helene and I were very much 
touched by our intern minister Barnaby Feder’s 
sermon, “What Are You Waiting For?”, in which he 

wove a space for us to slow down and enjoy the 
anticipation of this holiday season and its many 
offerings.  We enjoyed our projects around the 
house, wonderful visits with family and friends, the 
passing of the winter solstice, and a warm 
Christmas season that we celebrated with tree, 
candlelight, music, and our favorite foods. 
 
May this New Year bring you a centered calm, 
good work, good deeds, and joy.  I look forward to 
our journey together. We will be in Sacred 
Conversations about our spiritual home, Covenant 
Circles to share the Stories That Shape Us, Coming 
of Age work with our youth, Signature Project 
work to Alleviate Hunger and Homelessness, and, 
so importantly, our weekly services to meet and be 
together … 
 
 
In Fellowship, 

����	
- Paul Ferm, MUF President 
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Endowment Board: Ron Corey, Carolyn Evans, Don Price, John Solu and Marti Weinstein 
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In memory of Tony Fisher: David Sperling, MD & Caroline Sperling 
In memory of Amor McGuinness: George & Beverly Hays 
Contribution to the Endowment Fund: Tony Rutligliano 
 
Your gift in honor of/in memory of a family member or friend may be made to the Endowment Fund to enhance 
MUF's mission. When the fund reaches a defined level, a portion may be allocated for major capital improvements 
or preservation of the building, outreach in the community or contributions to the wider mission of the UU 
movement. The brochure, Pathway for Your Legacy, describes more ways of giving now and in the future. Take a 
copy from a pamphlet rack at MUF. 
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Submitted by Janine Torsiello, 12/4/11 
We had the great pleasure, during a Thanksgiving visit 
to Janine’s Brother’s family in Maryland, to visit the 
Channing Memorial UU Church in Ellicott City for 
their Sunday Service Last Sunday.  WE were 
welcomed and it felt like family there.  Ask us about it, 
if you’d like to know more. 
 
Submitted by Jackie Mulcey, 12/18/11 
Marian Thompson has fallen and is in rehab.  She 
would like a call at 215-283-7092 but does not have an 
answering machine.  Please give her a call! 
 
Submitted by Tom McGuinness, 12/18/11 
Carol Murphy, Kate McGuinness’s mother, died 
Tuesday from brain cancer. She was a Morris County 
Freeholder and Assembly woman for many years. 
 
Submitted by Charlotte Luer, 12/18/11 
Blessed be to my buddy, Steve Wagner, who passed 
early Saturday morning.  Also to his wonderful wife 
Lillian.  My heart breaks for them and their struggles 
with his brain cancer. 
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Juliana Collechia, Tricia Armstrong, Beth Murphy 
and Dennis Luken for helping the Board put on a 
successful and enjoyable holiday party.  
 
The Board wants to acknowledge The Gifts of 
Conscience MUF Holiday Fair “Hosts” – 40 MUF 
members!  Thank you for giving so much of 
yourselves so others can have a bit of comfort. 
 

After more than 2 years in the planning and 
development, Dennis Luken and Janine M. Torsiello 
and their partners have finally launched their new arts, 
entertainment and lifestyle news Web site to serve the 
greater Morris County area -- www.morrisbeats.com  -
- and they are very excited about it. Please go and 
check it out. Let them know what you think and also 
let them know if there are things happening that they 
should be covering -- especially MUF events. 
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January 8th 
10:15am & 12:15am 

 

Join the Board and Members of the Sacred Spaces 
Taskforce for a presentation on their findings about 
the financial feasibility of staying and renovating, 

buying raw land and building, or buying an existing 
facility and retrofitting. We will also share 
information about next steps and solicit the 

beginnings of input from you about other key criteria 
for making the best decision for the future of our 

congregation. 

 
As MUF grows and continues to improve the use of its 
information resources, we are indeed making additional use of 
volunteer time and talent, but we need the tools and equipment to 
make the best use of everyone’s time.  We currently are 
reorganizing our office space and have the need for another PC 
and some office equipment: 
 
PC:  Preferably a late-model desktop unit with Windows XP 
Professional (or later comparable) operating system, preferably 
with Microsoft Office 2003 (or later) software.  2 GB RAM, 
Reasonably sized hard-drive. Network card. With or without 
monitor and keyboard is OK. 
 
Office Furniture:   Perhaps you have access to these items from a 
“downsized” office? 
¨ A sturdy component-style desk (that could be moved up stairs 

in pieces) 
¨ Swivel adjustable desk chair. 
¨ Credenza (side table) with drawers 
¨ 2 or 4 drawer lockable file cabinets. 
 
Please check with Deneise or Bruce in the office before bringing 
anything into MUF.  THANKS! 

Giving so much of yourselves so others can have a bit of comfort. 

�
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-Submitted by Venkat Puranapanda, Treasurer 

The total income at the end of the November 2011 was recorded 
at $233,370. The total pledge payments were at $30,508 which is 
approximately 20 % below the monthly projection of $37,917 but 
the year to date pledge contributions are consistent with our 
expectations.     
 

The total expenses for the year to date were recorded at $216,377 
and the expenses for November 2011 are at $38,574.  This 
increase in monthly expenses is primarily due to additional 
expenditures associated with Buildings and Grounds.       
 

I would like to thank all our members and supporters for their 
generosity in contributing to the special collection for the 
unexpected expenses that were incurred due to Hurricane Irene 
and pre Halloween storm.  
 

The finance committee is still working on updating the draft 
financial policy and procedures.   It is anticipated that these will 
be soon submitted to the Board of Trustees for review.   
 

A Happy New Year to all our members.  

Chinese New Year (also known as Spring Festival) is 
based on the Lunar calendar and usually takes place in 
late January.  Where I lived in China Christmas was 
not widely celebrated, but everyone in the country had 
six weeks of vacation time to go visit their family 
during Spring Festival (Ch� n Jié).  There is even a 
tradition of a family dinner for those who have 
travelled far in order to be together to the holiday.  For 
many this holiday is the only point in the year they 
have enough time to take the train back to their 
hometown and visit family.  Rural China almost 
completely shuts down during this time, and there are 
parades of people dressed as dragons, people 
drumming to scare away the evil spirits, and lots of 
food. 
  
Here at the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship we are 
entering the Year of the Dragon in 2012!  According 
to the Chinese zodiac, 2012 will be full of excitement, 
intensity, and sometimes unpredictability.  While last 
year was the Year of the Rabbit inspiring cautious 
optimism, this year will inspire action and enthusiasm.  
A slightly more Occidental take on the New Year 
suggests we should make some resolutions for 2012.  
What is it that we can resolve to do with enthusiasm?  
What in our lives could use a new and energetic start? 
  
In the Religious Education department we have begun 
a new curriculum exploring World Religions, which 
our second trimester teachers are helping our children 
to navigate with enthusiasm. 

As we look forward, it is equally important to gaze 
back and say thank you.  In that spirit, a big thank you 
to the first trimester teachers who so generously gave 
their time teaching and helped transition a new DRE.  
Thank you, all! 
  
A big thank you, also, to Trisha Armstrong, Jules 
Colecchia, Beth Murphy and Dennis Luken for their 
roles in the Holiday Party!  These wonderful volunteers 
helped with the Instant Christmas Pageant, which 
involved many ages.  We had two star Sr. High 
students, Gillian Murphy and Colin Luken, narrating 
our play in which we had adult actors as well as young 
children.  Thank you for this successful venture into 
our holiday celebrations! 
  
Looking into the upcoming Dragon Year, we have 
covenant circles launching, so be sure to look into this 
delightful lifespan offering here at the Morristown 
Unitarian Fellowship.  This could be part of your 
resolution for a new and energetic start to the Year of 
the Dragon. 
 
 
In Fellowship, 
 
 

Austen 
Austen Petersen 
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Jan. 6 – John Forster.  Tony DeSantis opens.  
 
Jan. 13 - Open Stage     
 
Jan. 20 – Vance Gilbert.  Caitlin Canty opens.   
 
Jan. 27 – David Massengill.  Honor Finnegan opens.  
 

All concerts start at 8:00 pm.  Visit 
www.folkproject.org, for more information. 
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CORDIAL CONVERSATIONS & 
CHOW 
4th Wednesdays, January 25, 10:30am—12noon 
Bag lunch to follow from 12noon-1pm 
Conversational topics are created from the groups that 
attend and they will be as varied as poetry to the latest 
scientific research.  For more information contact Gloria 
Dyer at (973) 543-7883 or by e-mail at 
Gloria.dyer@verizon.net. 
 

MONDAY BOOK GROUP 
1st Mondays, January 9, 7 pm 
Upcoming Books:  January 9th, Charles and Emma by 
Deborah Helligman facilitated by Nancy Lee 
McLure (Meeting on the 2nd Monday because the first Monday is 
just after New Years Day!)  
February 6th, The True Believer by Eric Fonner, facilitated 
by Frank Siwiec 
March  5th, Pompeii by Robert Harris, facilitated by Nancy 
Lee McLure (facilitator subject to change)! 
 
All are welcome to come and participate. We hope to choose 
the books for the remainder of the year in December.  Please 
bring your suggestions.  Our policy has been that the person 
who suggests the book will lead the discussion.  We request 
that books are suggested based on books the leader has read 
themselves and found worthwhile, enjoyable or both. 
 

MEN’S CONSCIOUSNESS RAISING 
GROUP  
Thursday’s January 5, 12, 19, 26, 7:30pm @ Library 
We share personal joys and issues in a non judgmental 
setting where feelings are important to express. Call 
Victor Sperber 973-895-5360 or Don Price 973-347-
5515 for more information. 
 

INSIGHT MEDITATION GROUP 
January 4 & 18, 7:30-9:15pm 
Led by Rev. Allen Wells in MUF Meditation Room 
NEW ATTENDEES WELCOME Our primary focus 
will be that of Insight Meditation as taught by The 
Buddha, though all are welcome.  The evening will 
consist of both sitting and walking meditation with an 
opportunity for the exchange of experiences.  For further 
information please contact, Rev. Wells: (973) 539-0301 
ext 2, or e-mail: awells@uuma.org. 
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Email fundraising@muuf.org to learn more about these 
projects, to pitch (and work on) another 

project, and/or to volunteer for the committee! 
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MUF will host two separate 
showings of this 
international juried 
competition and award tour.  
This traveling festival 
features work’s drawn from 
this year’s award winning 
films.  
 
The first showing is at 
5:00pm and another at 
7:30pm with an interlude of 
heavy hor d’oeuveres and 
wine in between.  Tickets are 
on sale at the MUF box 
office on Sunday’s or by 
calling Dan Byrd at (973) 
952-0105 or e-mailing 
danielbyrd@verizon.net.  
Tickets prices are:  One 
showing – in advance, $15; 
One showing – at the door, 
$20.  Both showings and 
interlude – in advance, $30; 
Both showings and interlude  
– at the door, $35.  

31st Annual Black Maria 
Film & Video Festival 
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Saturday January 7, 2012   1 to 4 p.m. 
  

Ever wonder how lay led services 
are put together?  

Join Sunday Services Committee facilitators for a 
workshop designed to gather your ideas and pave 
the way for your participation. You will learn 
how your special element can be woven into a 
theme or you will be helped to develop a theme 
into an entire service.  
  
Once-a-month lay led services offer opportunities 
to explore as well as share our life experiences 
and our spiritual journeys.  Preparation for such 
services can be as enriching for those who 
prepare them as for those in the Fellowship who 
attend.  
  
We will: 
¨ have fun producing an "instant" Sunday 

Service  
¨ explain a new format for SSC "Incubator" 

meetings where lay-led services are 
cooperatively produced.   

  
Questions about the workshop? Please contact Betsy 
Burr (973) 267-0137 or Carol Titus (973)625-8548.  

The Covenant Circles begin meeting this month! 
Are you among those who had been meaning to 
sign up for this unique small group discussion 
opportunity but missed the deadline? Call Barnaby 
immediately at (973) 233-1184 or 973 919-2448! 
A few of the groups have room for one or two 
more participants.  The topics for the first three 
months are joy and gratitude, belonging, and 
suffering. 
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One example is the Occupy movement. The UUA has not 
endorsed Occupy Wall Street, but UUs are not silent. 
Several MUF members have become involved in all things 
Occupy.  
 
When UUs adopted (in 2010) the “Creating Peace” 
Statement of Conscience, as an association of 
congregations, we took a stand for building solutions. Are 
you ready to be part of that solution? Then please join our 
peace & justice train in 2012!  

 
~ Submitted by Jo Sippie-Gora for Seeds of Peace 

While many people believe that the challenges of violence 
and disharmony are insurmountable, I’m not alone in feeling 
that there is much to be hopeful about.   
 
There are countless examples of peace flourishing around 
the world: from the personal to the socio-political. I read 
many stories and accountings, both large and small, which 
reveal that peace is on the rise. There are peace-builders and 
practitioners around the world, amplified by millions more 
who are learning, practicing, and advocating for this 
nonviolent worldview.  This brewing movement is holistic 
in perspective and acknowledges our deeply interconnected 
planet.  There is a growing wave of humanity reaching for 
effective nonviolent solutions to the outdated problems of 
war, violence and injustice.  
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MUF’s 5 year strategic plan has called upon the Social Justice Committee to create a “signature project” each year that will 
have a clearly defined goals and focus with specific volunteer opportunities to meet these goals. 

The 2011-2012 Signature Project is  
“Alleviating Hunger & Homelessness” 

Please see below the ways you can be a part of MUF’s Signature Project! 

 
MUF Habitat Work Party 
���������	
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We will be working at the Denville project on Peer 
Place.  Please contact Toby Tyler at 
wtylet3@optonline.net for details. 
 

 
 

 
Sr. High Tool Drive 
�
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The Senior High Youth group is collecting new 
or gently used tools and tool boxes for Hurricane Irene 
victims in the Denville Area. A box and poster with 
details are located in the main hall. Please donate and 
help us re-build a damaged community! Drop off will 
end mid-January.  
Needed Items: 
 

¨ Tool Boxes (19”or larger, plastic) or a Homer             
Bucket 

¨ claw-foot hammer 
¨ screwdriver (Philips/Flat) or 2 separate 
¨ adjustable wrench 
¨ pair vice grips 
¨ measuring tape 

 
 

 
Cook/Serve Dinner 

@ Eric Johnson House 
���	�	���	������������	����
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If you would like to help MUF cook & serve dinner, 
please contact Zella at (973) 669-1181 or 
zellaprg@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

 

Many Thanks! 
 

Social Justice wants to THANK YOU for all the 
ways you have supported MUF’s Social Justice 

efforts so far this year! 
 
 
 
 
MUF’s 8th Annual Holiday Fair was a resounding 
success! Holiday gift giving totaled $18,975.  
Purchases from 10,000 Villages accounted for $8,300. 
Heifer revenue was $2,260 and $8,145 was raised by 
our 10 partner organizations. This event was made 
possible by the hard work of  40 volunteers, Thank 
You! 
 
 
 
 
MUF’s Holiday Giving Tree spawned incredible 
generosity.  More than 120 gifts were collected this 
year!! MUF donated 61 educational toys to children 
obtaining services from Neighborhood House in 
Morristown. There were 25 gift cards distributed to 
needy teens at Morristown Middle School and High 
School. Additionally over 35 gifts of warmth were 
provided to participants in Morristown’s Pathways to 
Work Program. Your efforts have brightened many 
hearts. Thank You! 
 
 
 
 
Over 1,260 pounds of food was donated to the 
Interfaith Food Pantry during MUF’s Harvest Festival 
in November.  Children and parents assembled and 
decorated 25 Thanksgiving gift baskets for distribution 
to needy families. Thank You! 
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Saturday, January 28th 

26th Anniversary MUF Central American Benefit Folk Concert 
Doors Open 7:15pm—Concert starts 8:00pm.   

 
Fun, intimate, Cabaret seating – bring your friends, BYOB, and enjoy FANTASTIC folk music – performances 

by  the nationally reknown guitarist  Frank Vignola; singer/songwriter Larissa d’Andrea; and MUF’s 
own Ken Piascik’s percussion ensemble  as the opening act. 

Mike Agranoff  of the Folk Project will emcee this amazing event. 
 

All proceeds go to agencies providing direct aid to impoverished people in Central America for “self-
sufficiency” enterprises and the UUA Service Committee Action (SCAN) network.  Refreshments provided 

(nibbles, sweets, soft drinks).  $20 per ticket (at MUF Box Office) and $25 at the door.  
Advance Reservations for “Hold Tickets” can be sent to reynolds@nac.net; 

or by calling the MUF Office 973-540-1177 ext. 203. 
 

 

�
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More about this year’s headliner 
Frank Vignola is one of the most extraordinary guitarists performing before the 

public today. His stunning virtuosity has made him the guitarist of choice for 
many of the world's top musicians, including Ringo Starr, Madonna, Donald 

Fagen, Wynton Marsalis, Tommy Emmanuel, Mark O Connor, the Boston Pops, 
the New York Pops, and guitar legend Les Paul, who named Vignola to his "Five 

Most Admired Guitarists List" for the Wall Street Journal. Vignola's jaw-dropping 
technique explains why the New York Times deemed him "one of the 

brightest...stars of the guitar". 
 

To preview these amazing talents check out their websites: www.frankvignola.com 
and  www.larissadandrea.com and www.njys.org/ensembles/percussion/percussion-ensemble 
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Date Time Event Details 

Wednesday, Jan 4 & 18 7:30—9:15pm 
@ MUF Meditation Room  

Insight Meditation Group P. 6 

Thursdays, Jan 5, 12, 19 & 26 7:30pm  
@ MUF Library 

Men’s Consciousness Group P. 6 

Saturday, Jan 7 1-4pm  
@ MUF Terrace Room 

Lay Led Service Workshop P. 7 

Saturday, Jan 7 @  Offsite MUF Habitat Work Party P. 8 

Sunday, Jan 8  10:15am & 12:15pm 
@Meeting Room 

Sacred Spaces Update P. 4 

Monday, Jan 9 7pm 
@ MUF Dining Room 

Monday Book Group P. 6 

Wednesday, Jan 25 10:30am—12noon 
@ MUF Library 

Cordial Conversations & Chow P. 6 

Saturday, Jan 28 8pm 
@ MUF Meeting Room 

SCAN Concert P. 9 

 

Facilities Council needs YOU! 
Want to help more around the Fellowship?  Check out 
our volunteer needs & sign-up sheet posted in Room 
100.  Lots of painting, fixing, and cleaning to do on 
your own time.  For more information, contact Nan or 
Paul, Facilities Council,  facilities@muuf.org. 
 
SCAN Concert 
Social Justice is looking for volunteers to help make 
the SCAN Concert a huge success.  We need 
volunteers for set-up, food prep and clean-up.  We also 
need volunteers who are willing to bake their favorite 
elegant dessert.  These special treat will be sold at the 
concert. 
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If you would like to volunteer in one of the following areas please be in touch with the listed contact or 

Deneise in the office at (973) 540-1177x203 or admin@muuf.org 



Unitarian Universalist Guiding Principles and Sources 
There are seven principles which Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and 
promote: 
 
· The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

· Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

· Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our    
congregations; 

· A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

· The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our 
congregations and in society at large; 

· The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
· Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
 

Unitarian Universalism (UU) draws from many sources: 
 
· Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, 

which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create 
and uphold life; 

· Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront 
powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of 
love; 

· Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life; 

· Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our 
neighbors as ourselves; 

· Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results 
of science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit. 

· Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of 
life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature. 

 

These principles and sources of faith are the backbone of our religious community. 
 
Mission and Covenant Statement, 1993 
We the members of the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship, mindful of the rich diversity 
and essential oneness of human experience, covenant to weave the fabric of community 
from the strands of our separate lives. This is our pledge: 
 
¨ To create for ourselves and our children a spiritual home that will nurture, challenge, 

and offer us renewal. 
¨ To seek what is true even as we celebrate the mystery of existence. 
¨ To reach out to all who share our liberal religious values and participate in the 

broader Unitarian Universalist movement. 
¨ To work for social justice and the well being of our planet Earth. 



Morristown Unitarian Fellowship 
21 Normandy Heights Road 
Morristown, New Jersey  07960-4611 
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“Hopes That Shape Me” - ONE Service at 10am 
We will have four speakers who will talk on what informs and sustains them during difficult times 
such as personal loss, job loss, the current financial crisis, moving and what picks them up and gets 
them going again. 

- Led by Dr. Benjamin H. Breitkreuz 

���	�	 “Occupy Reality” - Two Services @ 9:00am & 11:00am 
Barnaby Feder and Allen Wells will share their differing UU perspectives on how grounded in reality the Occupy 
movement is and how it may resonate with our mission and our spiritual growth. 

 - Led by Barnaby Feder and Allen Wells 
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Two Services @ 9:00am & 11:00am 
- Led by Rev. Matt Tittle, Central Unitarian Church of Paramus 

 

���	��	 “Take and Make Holy” - Two Services @ 9:00am & 11:00am 
Is there a way in which the mess in and of our lives can turn into something full of blessing?   

- Led by Maggie Kribs  

���	��	 "Favorite Childhood Tales—and what they say about us" - Two Services 
@ 9:00am & 11:00am 
Fellowship folks talk about the stories we loved as children and reflect on the deeper meaning and 
values these tales have for us now. 

- Led by Carol Titus, Betsy Burr and Marjorie Wormser 


